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Sometimes Iceland is a gigantic country, for 
example when compared with Estonia, 
Belgium, Israel or El Salvador. Other times 

it seems no more than a speck, for example when 
compared with Canada, China, Brazil or Mali. It 
is even small when compared with France. And it 
has so few people, just over 300,000 inhabitants 
formed by the wind, the light, the short winter 
days. But it's the wind in particular that I've never 
quite managed to photograph.

What makes a nation a nation? It must be the 
wind. As a photographer, I've scrutinized every 
shape and color, the light, and anything else I am 
able to see. But in the quarter century I've been 
photographing my country, Iceland, it's the wind 
that still eludes me.

What makes a magazine a magazine? The 
people who buy and subscribe to it. Our readers 
who make comments and suggestions, helping us 
make the magazine better. All the great ideas, 
born by our editorial team and freelance writers. 
And not to forget Erlingur P%ll, our designer, 
who has been with the magazine for a long time. 
Constantly improving; a great designer.  

And myself, trying to capture the wind so that 
one day, you will glimpse the real ICELAND 
between the covers of Iceland Review.  

P!ll Stef!nsson
ps@icelandreview.com
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! smundur Sveinsson felt that art should be for everyone. 

It shouldn't be confined to museums but displayed out 

in the open where it could be enjoyed by all. Therefore, 

many of his sculptures were massive in size, including the dozens 

standing guard outside the museum bearing his name. A stunning, 

white structure, !smundarsafn Museum is located in a quiet and 

green residential area close to Reykjav$k's city center. Mostly built 

and designed by the artist himself between 1942 and 1950, the house 

was inspired by Mediterranean architecture, dome-shaped houses of 

the Arab world and Egyptian pyramids. Later, he added a crescent-

shaped structure behind it, which would serve as his gallery as well 

as his studio. Here, he lived and worked until his passing, donating 

the property, along with his works, to the City of Reykjav$k. Since 

1983, the house has been open to the public, as part of the Reykjav$k 

Art Museum. 

BY •STA ANDR€SD•TTIR
PHOTOS BY P•LL STEF•NSSON

At •smundarsafn Museum, never before exhibited sketches and 
drawings shed new light on Iceland's beloved sculptor, the visionary 
•smundur Sveinsson who was inspired by nature, folklore and 
literature, but first and foremost by ordinary people. 
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ART WITH A PURPOSE

Sveinsson also drew inspiration from Icelandic folklore and myth, di-

rectly linking the mythology to current affairs. As an example, `An 

Outcast Child and its Mother' )1943* and ̀ Moorland Flight' )1933* also 

deal with the status of women and children in society, their struggles 

and disenfranchisement. Similarly, the harrowing `Mother's Love' 

)1948* depicts a mother whose body has been pierced through, un-

derlining her arduous battle for survival. ªThis is reminiscent of the 

images we see every day now from the East African famine,º says 

Thorl%ksson. ªSveinsson was very much aware of art's role as ref lect-

ing society; he wanted it to have a purpose and not just be frothy and 

frivolous.º

Sveinsson was once quoted as saying that people need art that strikes 

from behind; pushes us. ªWhen people come to exhibitions and say: 

`Oh how lovely"' then nothing happens. But if they exclaim: `What on 

earth is this?"' something remarkable happens. Questions surface, sus-

picions arise and people are brought to life. They become conscious 

of the fact that they are more than senseless animals. That kind of 

provocative art is the kind I like, and I have strived to create that kind 

of art,º the artist explained. 

Even if Sveinsson was ahead of his time and not always appreciated 

by his contemporaries, Thorl%ksson underlines that Sveinsson nev-

ertheless lived to be loved and celebrated by his nation. ªEven if it 

took some time for his work to earn the credit it was due, especially 

when the pieces were displayed out in the city. Today he is among 

Iceland's most beloved artists. I think it is normal and healthy to re-

ceive criticism and to have to earn one's place, instead of it being taken 

for granted. And that is exactly what !smundur Sveinsson achieved 

through his art.º w

From Sketch to Sculpture ± Drawings by •smundur Sveinsson. 
•smundarsafn, April 30th 2011 ± April 22nd 2012.
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"In Sveinsson©s eyes, work gave people 
grace and dignity, especially hard 
manual labor."

MA N OF  T HE  PEO PLE
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FROM THE 
ASHES 

R ISIN G  

In 2007, a few of Reykjav!k's oldest architectural gems were destroyed in a fire. Now 

these landmarks have been restored to their original glory, allowing the heart of the city 

center to pulsate with life and honoring the craftsmanship of a bygone era. 

BY •STA ANDR€SD•TTIR 
PHOTOS BY P•LL STEF•NSSON
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GO SOUTH  
PHOTOS AND WORDS BY P•LL STEF•NSSON
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BY HALLGR!MUR HELGASON
TRANSLATION  BY •STA ANDR€SD•TTIR 
PHOTOS BY P•LL STEF•NSSON

HOW I CAME 
TO LOVE A 
GIRL CALLED 
WINDY
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From small and light aluminum chopsticks )Kina 

by D&gg Design for Ligne Roset* to a kilometers-

long, 18-meter-high avalanche barrier )by Land-

slag Architects*, curled around the mountain slope above 

the town of Siglufj&rdur on the north coast of Iceland, 

Icelandic Contemporary Design covers some 30 designs from 

the past decade.

ªThe concept was to create a dialog between the three 

main design fields that largely shape and inf luence our 

man-made environment: architecture, furniture and 

product design,º explains exhibition curator El$sabet V. 

Ingvarsd#ttir.

Initially opened in 2009 during the Reykjavik Arts 

Festival at the Reykjavik Art Museum, Icelandic Contem- e f g h i j e k l k m



80                                  ICELAND REVIEW      

T H E L AST PA G E
PHOTO BY P•LL STEF•NSSON


